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CHAIR’S NOTES
We’re delighted to welcome you to this year’s Supporters Summit which each year seems to grow in 
quality and size, as shown by the profile of our speakers and workshop deliverers today who we thank for 
giving up their Sundays. 

At a time when globally there is division, we’re proud that the work of SD Scotland and the Supporters 
Summit has always been about bringing people together to share best practice and to build bridges.

Since our last Summit, we’ve been delighted to undertake new activities and developments such as our 
partnership with the Scottish FA in developing Supporter Liaison Officers, our new Consultancy service 
Club Development Scotland and continued funding for our Colours of our Scarves programme promoting 
equality and harmony across football. 

We’re amid an important time for the future of the organisation and we hope you’ll continue to support us 
in supporting sport and communities across Scotland going forward. 

Morag McHaffie
Chair SDS Council
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COMMUNITY
We are pleased to announce that ‘Community‘ are 
sponsoring the Supporters Summit again. We value 
their continued support for our work.
 
Like us, Community are a membership organisation 
that offer services from representation at work, to 
great benefits such as comprehensive family auto 
cover.
 
John Park, Assistant General Secretary of 
Community, said: “Community is a modern union for 
a changing world. Football is a multi-billion pound 
industry yet too often the fans and the low-paid 
staff at clubs lose out. I’m delighted that Community 
has been able to support this event and hope we 
will be able to work closely with Supporters Direct 
and individual clubs as we seek to support fans and 
staff alike.”
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COMPERE

Today’s event is hosted by 
Superscoreboard presenter and former 
Chief Football Writer at the Sunday Mail 
Mark Guidi. Mark has previously worked 
for BT Sport and BBC Sport and runs a 
Media and PR Consultancy practice. 



ASHLEY BROWN
Elected to the board of the Pompey Supporters Trust in 2010 and a Director on the club board, Ashley 
has witnessed huge changes at Portsmouth FC and was integral to the community share offer which 
saw the Trust take control of the EFL League 2 side in April 2013. Ashley is also the Chief Executive of 
Supporters Direct having taken up the role at the end of 2016. 

STEWART REGAN
Stewart took up the position of Chief Executive at the Scottish FA in 2010 and has since been well versed in 
a variety of matters regards Scottish Football. He was formerly Chief executive of Yorkshire County Cricket 
Club and has experience in the brewing industry with Bass/Coors, forging several partnerships in Scottish 
Football. Today he will be speaking about Project Brave, designed to overhaul Scotland’s youth academy 
system

SPEAKERS

FOUNDATION OF HEARTS 
Board members Stuart Wallace and Garry Halliday and Heart’s Martin Jesper
The Foundation of Hearts were founded in 2010 with a view to supporting the transition into fan 
ownership for Heart of Midlothian FC by a group of individuals with a common vision. They currently have 
a membership of around 8,000 individuals, all of whom contribute financially to the organisation. This 
financial contribution is used to provide working capital for the club and for the long term transfer of 
shares to the Foundation. Stuart and Garry will discuss the work of the Foundation with the club’s Martin 
Jesper outlining how the club will transition into supporter ownership.

DAVID CONN
The Guardian’s David Conn will be focussing on the business of Scottish football finances and the 
future of supporter ownership north of the border. He is the author of ‘The Beautiful Game? Searching 
the Soul of Football’ among others books. David has also won awards for his investigative journalism 
regarding Hillsborough and has been acclaimed by the Football Supporters Federation on numerous 
occasions. 
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WORKSHOPS
Club Development Scotland: 
SD Scotland’s Andrew Jenkin will outline the support their 
consultancy service Club Development Scotland can offer sports 
clubs and Supporter Trusts including assistance with legal 
structures, raising capital through community shares and due 
diligence.

Fan Representatives:
Led by Elaine Millar, this training workshop is about supporter 
representatives on the board of clubs and covers issues such as 
confidentiality and conflicts of interest. 

Colours of our Scarves:
Led by SD Scotland’s Mark Reid, this workshop looks at equality 
within Scottish sport and the work of SD Scotland through its 
Colours of our Scarves project in tackling discrimination. 

Supporter Liaison Officers:
This session focuses on the role of the Supporter Liaison Officer in 
building bridges between supporters and clubs. SD Scotland have 
been working with the Scottish FA in the development of this role 

and a network of SLOs for the past year.

Keep Calm and Follow the Rules:
This a Board Member training workshop for Supporters Trusts led 
by SD’s Nicola Hudson and looks at the rules that underpin their 
organisation, what is expected of Trusts in terms of reporting to 
both the FCA and Supporters Direct, the format and workings of 
their organisation and the necessity to update the trust rules to the 
new SD Models.

Who Owns What?:
Led by the Raith Rovers Supporters Trust chair Alan Russell, this 
session looks at how the Trust established their ‘Who Owns What?’ 
infographic, offering a break down of how their club is owned and 
governed – providing transparency in the process. 

Members Session:
A session for SD Scotland members and wider stakeholders, this is 
an opportunity for the SD Scotland Council members to update and 
engage members on the development of SD Scotland. 
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@suppdirectscot

supportersdirectscotland

supportersdirectscotland
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ITEM TIME ROOM

Registration 9:20 Front Door

Welcome from SD Scotland 9:50 Auditorium

The Future of Fan Ownership in Scotland by David Conn 10:10 Auditorium

The Foundation of Hearts Story by Stuart Wallace, Gary Halliday 
and Heart’s Martin Jesper 10:50 Auditorium

Project Brave by Stewart Regan 11:30 Auditorium

Q & A with Speakers 12:15 Auditorium

Lunch 12:45 Millenium

The Pompey Story by Ashley Brown 13:30 Auditorium

Club Development Scotland 14:15 Lomond 1

Fan Representatives 14:15 Lomond 2

Colours of our Scarves 14:15 Lomond 3

Supporter Liaison Officers 14:50 Lomond 1

Keep Calm and Follow the Rules 14:50 Lomond 2

Who Owns What? 14:50 Lomond 3

Members Session 15:25 Lomond 1

Close & Networking 16:00 Lomond 1

#sdssummit17
t: 01324 602 640

SD Scotland,
118 North Main Street,
Carronshore, FK2 8HR




